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In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 72 of the Child
Adoption Act of Bhutan 2012, the National Commission for Women
and Children hereby frames Guideline as follows
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CHAPTER 1: PRELIMINARY
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Short Title
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1. This guideline is called the Child Adoption Guideline.
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Commencement
2. This guideline comes into force on the 15" Day of 8" Month

of Fire Female Rooster Year of the Bhutanese Calendar
corresponding to the 5" Day of October, 2017.

SRALEN
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Purpose

3. The purpose of the guideline is to:



(1)

1)
(3)

(2)

(2)

(3)
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(4)
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Ensure the adoption is in the best interests of the child;
ganiRAsdelag  Xafmeqsaairacass
SYIIARGY HRovggRy<Aags§5 453

Put in place systematic procedures for efficient and
effective processing of adoption;
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Provide procedures and mechanisms to facilitate
monitoring the well-being of the child; and

wgénéqﬁag:i:@x' W=y qq’i&‘qa:ramw
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Prevent abduction, sale or trafficking in children.
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Scope and Application

4. This guideline applies to all matters relating to adoption as
per the Act and its Rules and Regulations.



&Q'qn‘ g'én"g’ﬁﬁql

CHAPTER 2: ADOPTION OF A CHILD
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Domestic Adoption for an Identified Child

g2

Application
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5. The applicant must submit an application in writing

expressing the interest to adopt and outline the reason or need
for adoption of the identified child to the competent authority
along with :
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1)

(1)

The duly filled adoption form 1 prescribed under the
Rules and Regulations;

@'&n'['ﬁ\]'agw g’ﬁ'&’ﬁnaﬂ§¥;q«‘
The receipt for the payment of application fee;
@'&ﬂ'@@%&'&'@x«’i’gﬁmﬂ‘@%@'as‘

A copy of the Citizenship Identity Card of the
applicant;

w@&%«%«mq@;@as[

A copy of the birth certificate of the child; and
'V‘ v“ v v

IR &G

any additional documents

qqq\'ﬁﬁ56‘“570\@@%@ @"3"1'%‘“'9“?1“ BN YFRIN
q?i’q@'%mmm'ﬁ'&\'@ qmm'Qﬁﬁ'qnﬁ'&’ﬁua'@'&q'E\qum'

REATA R 0o RAR ’i%’“@*%{iﬁ'ﬁ‘

2)
(3)
3)
(&)
4)
(w)
)
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Application fee

(R

6.

The applicant must pay the prescribed application fee for
Domestic adoption of Nu 200 to the Accounts Section of the
Competent Authority in cash.

5



R YA m5E RRR|

Determination of Age of the child
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7. If the birth certificate of the child is not available, then the
Competent Authority must determine the age of the child as
evidenced by an official record maintained by the
Government proving the age of the child.

Kyl

Letter of certification

{.
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If the applicant prior to submitting the application has
consistently considered and treated the child as one’s own
child since their birth or childhood as per Rule 43(c) and
43(d) of the Rules and Regulations, the applicant must
furnish a letter of certification as prescribed in annexure 1
from the Local Government or Competent Authority.

RA CRab R o

Verification of the documents

[N ~ A\ &\ [2N [2N [2N
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9. Upon receiving the application, the Competent Authority
must verify the documents to oversee whether the adoption is
permissible under the Act.

ARNKA AN RE|

Expert opinion

70.

10.

A\
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The Competent Authority may seek expert opinion or
confirmation on the validity of justification submitted.
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Time period
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11. The Competent Authority must assess and verify the application
within three working days, upon submission of all the required
documents by the applicant.

'A v 'AA' vv
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Information to the applicant
N [2N [N [N [ [N
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12. Upon completion of the verification process, the Competent

Authority must inform the applicant immediately on the status of
the application.

EyaRg Ry FRAMR Y E R A

Domestic Adoption for an Unidentified Child
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If the applicant has not identified a child for adoption, the
applicant must submit the following documents along with
the application to the Competent Authority in order to assess
and determine their capabilities as a prospective adopting
parent:

19

() @.aﬂ.%m.aa. %'@RNE‘ETNW@;@“S‘
(1) CID copy of the applicant;

(3) TOFRURG 3G =]

(2) Marriage Certificate, if applicable;

(1) wsBansy gaEy wxgTEEAl|
(3) Divorce Decree, if applicable;

(o) gﬁgqm'qwﬁf\aﬁmﬁ' qi’mamzﬂ'@ﬂ

(4) Medical Certificate as per Annexure 2;

() R IRG] Ry ey 3|

(5) Security Clearance Certificate;
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14.

94

15.

() ?f:'am'%f\\mqﬁ‘

(6) Income statement; and

() @'&’”Tq% é‘“'ﬁ"\'ﬂgﬁﬂ'ﬁ' ‘“‘?ﬁ'ﬁ%"““ﬁ'ﬁ' sy &5
gq'ﬁq:a‘%&r\'@w ﬁ?ﬁm'&?ﬁ&l’ﬁwg'&fx'qa' gj:l'“’q'&m]'a'
Al

(7) Any additional documents deemed necessary by the
Competent Authority for proper verification of the
application.

R aRg sead <R RR g 25
tk’%[/”]\] q.ﬁ;.qam. ﬁq.[*a’a%; @‘:l%‘ll&!l’?‘gl’-(g “'\’ﬁ‘ﬁaﬂ

The competent Authority must record the applicant’s name in
the waitlist maintained by the Competent Authority as per
Rule 53(c) of the Rules and Regulation.

'C\ v v 'V v\ 'A'\f‘ v v v vA 'v v vA v v v v
PN JEVFRNGTAFY WYSTAANE EFFRIR
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(2N A\ A (2N N ~ A\ S\ [2N
qu':da\révq.‘-q&rqqu%'qlqquq.@v aﬂ]vqu;vn].q.[-xa\]'ﬁ;'qgmv
SAEYAT
If there is a child available for adoption, the Competent
Authority must notify the applicant on the waitlist based on

10
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16.

9.

17.

the suitability of the adopting parents as per Sections 3 and 7

of the Act and as per Rule 78 (X) of the Rules and

Regulations.

3'5q'§,ﬁ"iﬁ'%'a'§§"@' @'&ﬂ'@ﬁ'&'ﬂ«' W'%'qg'qgﬂ'q”ﬁ'%
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The Competent Authority must make arrangements for the
applicant to meet the child and the biological parent or
guardian on receiving the confirmation from the applicant to
consider the child for adoption.

S'é‘:’"\é{/’i"’\d"ﬂ@'ﬁ@ S’iﬂ'é"?‘“ﬁ'%"&' @'&1“]'%"4'5“4'"“]"‘1'
qa&‘%nanﬁ'fu’ﬁ'na'@'t“un]'%n]' @m’{ﬁnm’éﬁ' m&'@’éﬁ'@%&'
freggsaRa Raage sy

The applicant shall then submit a revised application to
process for adoption and shall submit all the documents as
per Section 5 of this Guideline.

11
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Inter-Country Adoption

g2

Application

94

18.

e

19.
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In accordance with Rule 28 of the Rules and Regulations, the
applicant must submit an application to the Competent
Authority expressing their interest to adopt and outline the
reason/need for adoption of the child identified.

[N [2NE2N N_Q ~ N2, v [ ~
@'Usm"'%‘ll'&l'ql‘ﬂ' gvéqvmq.q'%- ﬁ:vqﬁﬁvqaﬁ'ﬁ' RN'QQQ'W‘T
Av v v v v\v\ 'A'A'\f v v v v v v g '\f v e v
NAWY FEVHVFHINFY FAEF WRF RUNRFIR
\v v v v v v\v v v v Y v v A '\f v v
N TINNGRRYING SARFIINAEJY WY
[ R
R
The applicant must submit an application in writing
expressing the interest to adopt and outline the reason or need

for adoption of the identified child to the Competent
Authority along with:

12



(1)

1)

(1)

(2)
(2)

3)
(&)

(4)

(w)

)
(6)

(6)

QSQ'&ﬂ'ﬁR'ﬁﬂ'ﬂaaqwg qmm'nﬁﬁamﬁ'&’ﬁnag
A IaRAT AR g
A

The duly filled adoption form 4 prescribed under the
Rules and Regulations;

gla gy 5 EqARBxFN|
The receipt for the payment of application fee;

[2N [2XANEON N\ (2N
WA YA N S U WA T R
Passport copies of the applicants;

vA v vA v AAVV v v v v v v v

RBR AR NRRET & @I’G \1:1 A= r’(,(z\lm o

N N NN .t S N . 5 S N R AT NI
RQUH AN q&'a\ 3§ T AN ?afu]N ST RIYIRFFR
anﬁ'&’ﬁﬂansa'éﬁ'ﬁéﬁ%'gq'@aqs’f'&‘

Original copy of the Home Study prepared by a
recognized organization as per Rule 31 (e) and Rule 69
of the Rules and Regulations;

RPN EN AT g

A copy of the birth certificate of the child; and
e LR ERGL

any additional documents

13
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Application fee

30.

20.

37

21.
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The applicant must pay the prescribed application fee for the
inter-country adoption at U.S $ 100 or in Ngultrum
equivalent to the U.S $ denomination and the receipt must be
produced during the submission of the application.

T R L LA AR, e R e
¥ TERRY mvmesRdAyes s5asRasady
Py g3vY S5 R Ea ks g WA RR | FaA=ar
Ry AERFNFRRTSART BAANGYYIGR AR
ki

The Competent Authority must make arrangements to meet
the biological parent or guardian of the identified child, in the
event of relinquishing the parental rights as per Rule 29 of
the Rules and Regulations.

14
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22.

3%

23.
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The Competent Authority must provide all necessary support
to the biological parents or guardian for making the decision
on relinquishing the parental right to prevent a child from

unnecessary separation from the biological parents as per
Section 6 of the Act.

5ﬁ'gq'ﬁq<'agq'§w' %'qa':da«' W=E a%a‘é’qwéﬁw 9]
qsa‘th’ﬁ'aﬁé' ARR R RRE QEsN Ay &ﬂ'{"ﬂ'ﬂ}'@ %&N’;u‘{«'
ﬁa'qswwﬁ'&qﬁﬁﬂ

The Competent Authority must obtain in writing the decision
of the biological parents or guardian in the presence of a
witness, affixed with a legal stamp.

RPN A AR

Determination of Age of the child

3

TRy wyeRy FuBva@RAgNsy qesiy gy

~ N SO SN A A aN
ar\,qaqg.mﬁnq, ﬂ@,{.qﬂm.g,qgi.gsq.ﬂ,q: W'%'Q'ak\l"ll'
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The birth certificate of the child is not available, then the
Competent Authority must determine the age of the child, if
evidenced by an official record maintained by the
Government proving the age of the child.

f‘“g’x’&’gl

Letter of certification

34

25.
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If the applicant prior to submitting the application has
consistently considered and treated the child as one’s own
child since their birth or childhood as per Rule 43(c) and
43(d) of the Rules and Regulations, the applicant must
furnish a letter of certification as prescribed in annexure 3
from the Local Government or Competent Authority.
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Verification of the documents

30

26.

N N~ A\ A\ [N [N [N
WA RGN G AR éﬁ'gq'ﬁq:'aﬁ’qgm' QIR GANRRREY
SSYRART
Upon receiving the application, the Competent Authority

must verify the documents to oversee whether the adoption is
permissible under the Act.

&mwna‘n«a«'qax‘

Expert opinion

. RFENERRE SRFERIRGY ARV

217.

34

N ~_ .~
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The Competent Authority may seek expert opinion or
confirmation on the validity of justification submitted.

qaqéxnﬁa\'ﬁgﬁgq’@' W= g'éza'gﬁ'ﬁq'a:ﬁ'&’ﬁﬁa@'
FI9% PRIPHQETFTRT R sEyeg Py
IRqasy pyaRasERARFY  SyagiesaRs Py
Q‘aﬁmg§'mn]wm'@n'gxﬁq?éq
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28. The Competent Authority may seek the assistance of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in determining the authenticity of
the recognized agency preparing the Home Study or the post
adoption monitoring and evaluation report.

VY

Time period

e QRUARARRAN s sy TRqEFEx guRgaras
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S5 A AR Y RGN AT ]

29. The Competent Authority must assess and verify the

application within seven working days, upon submission of
all the required documents by the applicant.

18
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Information to the applicant
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30.

1

31.
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Upon completion of the verification process, the Competent

Authority must inform the applicant immediately on the
status of the application.

MRy FEIIAGERHA WA R FUNGA MG ET
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If one of the adopting parent is not from a country where
there is an Embassy or Mission of the Royal Government of
Bhutan and is not from the country applicable for adoption
from Bhutan as per Rule 30 of the Rules and Regulations, the
Competent Authority may depending on case by case put up
to the highest authority of the Competent Authority.
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32.
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If the applicant has not identified a child for adoption, the
Competent Authority must record the applicant’s name in the
waitlist maintained as per Rule 53(c) of the Rules and
Regulation. The applicant must submit the following
documents along with the application to the Competent
Authority in order to assess and determine their capabilities
as a prospective adopting parent:

()  RFFIYIRUS AT Rg]

(1) A certified passport copy;

() NERERGEIESY

(2) The Home Study;

(a) xwiﬁ'@uwn@ﬁwﬁm@m%' g.éq.a\waa.@ﬁ.éﬁ.
Ty
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33.

18

(3)  The Letter of eligibility to adopt under one’s national
laws; and

~ ~

(o) @l FussagguAtAgRYs R Ty FHN
SRGRE CaRCt A CEL ER RL

(4) Any additional documents deemed necessary for
proper verification of the application.

g’é@o\q%’ﬁ'ﬁw'qnw W ﬁt:'a“{ﬁ'&l’ﬁua'mm' &qwa\q&'
qWaq.i;.ﬂ%.qam.qéca.a.ﬁ@ @.&,ﬂ,@m.a.@w. @.aml.
ﬁ:‘u}%ﬂ'mx Eg= W=g’ aimwé’qmw nsa‘é:'q?ﬁ'ﬁgﬁ'

The applicant must submit the original copy of the home
study along with the application to the Competent Authority
in person or by post, in order to asses and determine the
capabilities of the applicant as a suitable or prospective
adopting parent.

TRy gEFRAGIRFY wySqARg EYRFRIN
EFDN IITRANDRG B RN AU AZARA R
%q'qaa’ﬁ’q'éqwir’ q\lwﬁt:'aﬁmﬁ' JEIRG & RN
HvammregmR Ay ﬁﬂ'ﬁaﬁ’*'éﬁ'ﬁﬁ'“a'@"?’“]'%m'&'ﬁ'

A5 FF
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34.

34

35.

30

36.

If there is a child available for adoption, the Competent
Authority must notify the applicant on the waitlist based on
the suitability of the adopting parents as per Section 3 and
Section 7 of the Act and as per Rule 78 (X) of the Rules and
Regulations.

JEFRAFRNRgY  qRqgdan syaaEnasyy
QapFaRy  c¥xFsaas qlmyasaR sy ﬁz:%'qu

wa wE AFAEFNFRRTSANT AR FARFY R ¥E
Aamalg P A Fgamy |

The Competent Authority must make arrangements for the
applicant to meet the child and the biological parent or
guardian on receiving the confirmation from the applicant to
consider the child for adoption.

ﬂ'éq'ﬁﬁ"iﬁ'@;ﬁw SQ&"@"W’T‘%’W @'a”ﬂ'@‘” ,?W
qaxq:x =5 &R TR @wn} sn] gusfardy  axiy q% a
ﬁq'ﬁ'ﬂuﬁ:‘qgmg' mq’&’@'ﬂ'&'@m'ﬁq[

The applicant must then submit a revised application to

process for adoption and shall submit all the documents as
per section 18 of this guideline.
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Unknown parents or Abandonment cases

30

37.

qﬁ'qﬁﬂ"g"ﬁﬁ'”a'w'%'gﬂ' s'éﬂ'é'&q'%a'@'&ﬂ'aéxﬁqm'
A 55'355:1:'«2?{%@«' u]qaq'a?ﬁﬁs'ﬁar@ngqﬁﬁﬂ

Upon receiving an application for adoption of an abandoned
child, the Competent Authority must:

) TR \éq\’ﬁ’i'qqﬁ%’i’: w.%ag.qa,,d&]. wxs
aFaRgg  advaRRgy @N’ﬂ@:’@gﬂ'ﬁqqq'ﬁ'
ﬁ:’ﬂ%n}mx’ NG&RFARIA R

(1) Coordinate with the Royal Bhutan Police to register
the case and to locate the biological parents or the
guardian of the child;

R R R G SR UL e R
PE g E S|

(2) Provide the abandoned child with necessary and
subsequent care and support;

I Vol 2N

=) w%qg‘% ”]‘%%WN\”?M"@@W%@TKQ"ﬂ' Ry Y
mm'ﬁ'@ﬁwﬂ%rﬂmx N?N'Qﬁ‘ll'qliﬁ'ﬁaﬂ

(3) Franchise with relevant agencies to provide for the
child’s basic needs; and
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© alﬁt:«'ﬂ@ﬁ'mr@'ﬁ@ ﬂﬂﬁ'qﬁm"“%ﬁ'aé'ﬁ“'ﬂgﬂ'
mx’ m@al'aﬁm'anﬁ'ﬁiﬂ

(4) Coordinate with other stakeholders on the way

forward.
UNGRRG AR
Royal Bhutan Police
o TATTRRES A grgsag AR asy
TS|
38.  The Royal Bhutan Police (RBP), upon receiving the case

must:

() F(EUYTRRWYRY  RIRAFIFRIF ARG

Q f}'qﬁqmﬁ'ﬁqu;’ﬁ:'ﬂ%n]'mx' N@&'aﬁm'qnﬁ'ﬁq[

(1) Coordinate with the nearest hospital to provide the
abandoned child with medical care;

~

() YA FR wR TEIP AR |
(2)  Ensure that no risk or harm comes to the child;
() SYRR FYRRRAANT G Aqq |

(3)  Place the child in a safe environment
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() TEyeAs adugy frigqaEusasy S|
(4) Carry out a thorough investigation to locate the
offender;
(W) qﬁ'qqn@'&’ﬁﬂawganar q%fwﬁ‘
(5) Locate the unknown parents of the abandoned child;
(¢) w«gaw\i'anw iﬂ'ngq'né"a'@ aﬁmn'&’ﬁ'ﬁ'éﬁw
A v v v ~ v, v e
TSA AR NG RAJURRFRA|
(6) Coordinate with the relevant stakeholders to ensure the
wellbeing of the child,;
() @aw'ﬁ:' &'5;«'&§§'mm'§'§x'mm' mq'?ﬁn'[w'qnﬁ'a'
v vA v N
AbiAEaRN!
(7)  Facilitate and brief on the laws and way forward.
AR GRNBA TN
TRRAGINHIN3I7

Medical Service Provider
e TARNARE ERRseN qsRaeaGIgAghy
t:la'q:w'*';’n]'q?ﬁqﬁq'aa:rﬁ?ﬁwéw:"

39. The medical service provider upon receiving such cases
through the health service providers must:
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(1)

1)
()

(2)
(3)

(3)

(&)

(4)

(w)

()

(6)

(6)

SR R S S5 NN RS

Conduct medical examination of the child,;
NRAEF G YTV G|

Monitor the health condition of the child,;

w%q%% ’ﬁ“"aﬁ'%‘ﬁ'”a"élé\""‘f“l'aﬁ“‘\"gﬂ' NRW
R GEEE R R R

Provide the child with all the necessary medical
services or facilities;
@'qﬁqm'@gﬁ'ma'é'ﬁf;'a@araém'anﬁ'ﬁ' RYAURN Y
NIRRT RIS

Franchise with nearest hospitals and cross examine on
any recent birth;

FUNGRARTHRY wsy ARy
TP FTARIR 35q w<g a5 HRA|

Report or notify the Royal Bhutan Police about the
case or any other relevant authority;

vv v v '“vv v v v v 'C\' v vv v
NRRNANFUNTHIUN  YFFIANRNY LGN
NI
Facilitate the complainant on the way forward.
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Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs

qﬁ“ﬁﬂémﬁ“a Wﬁaqémﬂﬁﬁ\ﬁfﬁ@;ﬁm“ ﬁ“gﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘”
EFFRTA A E SRRy

The Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs must play a vital role in
abandoned cases of child.

=R Raiarsiy alE s gRa|
Department of Law and Order
co. q’qaﬁawn?ﬁﬁ'a‘é’qmm'@w@m' qagiﬁwémq

40.  The Department of Law and Order must:

~

~ N7 (2N A~ ~ P 2NEON
() MR YURNRIWYIRFAN A5 RIINAT G A H
UK é@m'@'awaémuﬂmn}%q‘mx N@N‘qﬁmumy
%’ qﬁmﬁ?ﬁ’@m«’ﬁ@ mq’ﬁq«g:’gﬂgx'aqiﬁﬁﬂ
(1) Facilitate and assist the concerned agency, by
coordinating with the counterparts across the border,

on determining the identity of the abandoned child;
and

2) w.@%{a,@m.mqq: &fﬂ,%:a@ "’ﬁ'ﬁ"]"‘"‘mﬁ"ﬁ

(2)  Facilitate repatriation of the child back to the country
of origin.
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Department of Immigration

Q'?J'q:'gﬁmm'@w'aﬂ' qnﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁnéwq

9.

41.

The Department of Immigration must:

(1)

1)

(1)

(@)

(2)

©)

N, Y

ey qg‘“'éﬁ@'ﬁ*"“*‘" qaa\lﬁqqqﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ”ﬁ' §=
g‘,ﬂ;% qgmq.qqﬁ.ﬁaﬂ

Inform all the check points to be vigilant on children
movement;

ﬂ]?ﬁﬁ'an\}mné' a?{m'aw:'q' ﬁ%qwq«mﬁ' NS
ARy qnRAg ATy SRar  guas
IARFY FFT

Support the Royal Bhutan Police in locating the
offenders or investigating especially in border area
cases;

g Y e geAgaeyy qaE
%é @W%RNWN%SRW%&%%%“N Nq'ﬁv g‘.‘u.
NG IY 35 wsg 5

Take prompt action on the information and
report/notify the NCWC or Royal Bhutan Police about
the case;
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© qﬁ‘”"l‘fﬁéﬁ‘?ﬂ%"]m’*' N'§al'a§m'qq§'§' w%qaa
R&'@m'mqu ﬁq‘qﬁx'ﬁﬁﬂ

(4) Coordinate with stakeholders and repatriate the child
back to the country of origin;

A A a
ARRER AR Jaramgsay
Department of Civil Registration and Census
AN VoA L VN . Ny [ .
3 GEIFINRARAINUNFRATN AR R g We|

42.  The Department of Civil Registration and Census (DCRC)
must:

() FrAuagRaaBFugadudas  KpmRRgRus
w9y8RaS S gg A g g Sa |

(1) Provide necessary support in locating and verifying the
identity of biological parents and guardian;

(3) GRUIARHFIRABART  HGARFUINFR' KT
SRR GIYE A

(2) Coordinate with stakeholders and provide any
necessary support required.
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Civil Society Organizations
AN AN (2N ~ N NN NN\
arn]'q'nq'&'gmm‘&qug«' ﬁn'[w'alm'aaq'é' FR BT FIN
P v v vv v v vA v N
A RN A R LR R

43.  The Civil Society Organizations catering services to children

in difficult circumstances must provide shelter services and
other services as and when required.

gm‘q@;’@&«'@'qﬁq'«‘

Royal Court of Justice

g 1:1sqﬁn]'ﬁl:'%q'qaaﬁqéq'un'ﬁx'aﬁmﬁ' @m’q@:ﬁ&k\@'
qﬁﬁ“ﬁ” NER AT G US|

44, In line with Rule 42 of the Rules and Regulation, the Royal
Court of Justice must:

() FeqUgRgaReeREyay TRy
(1) Register the case of abandonment of child;
() AIuEgssy TRRIFRAFAT]|

(2)  Cross examine the suspect;
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45.

[N (2N Q\ [N ed ~
(1) NEIERRINGFA AN G\r@nﬁn}'aéqgﬂnﬁm:ﬂ?
W SR GAGSAT]|
(3) Grant order in relation to the custody of the child after
assessment

n]m'gﬁ' W'oga'rdam%' AfwaET  wsE ‘:’N'a“éq'a:ﬁ'ar

q‘gqé,\\] q‘sq&"ﬂﬁqgﬂ’ﬂaa;ﬁéﬁtt"ﬂ‘(qamé z\i

qaa\'@gﬁqg A ARE RIIE]

If the parent of the child could not be located or identified, in
the best interest of the child, the Competent Authority may

take subsequent actions as per Rule 44 of the Rules and

Regulations.
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CHAPTER 3: PROCESSING OF ADOPTION

gRarYRarx|

Processing Stage

Q0.

46.

),

47.

SSRGS (e RABG NG TGNy
gﬁ'ng'gﬁ'ua'qﬁx';qw'f?g’q'aﬁalw&\r éﬁ'gq'ﬁw;‘q%’q@w
N [2N ~ (2N [2N

%;’gﬂ«vgquqx'ﬂ’\\lm'@' qugvyﬂvﬁ;.quév @vwn]v%mva!v%v
A~

SRR

Upon producing the receipt of agency services fee as per
Rule 64 of the Rules and Regulations, the Competent
Authority must provide the applicant with the checklist 1 as

under Annexure 4 for Domestic adoption and checklist 2 for
Inter-country adoption as under Annexure 4.

Qi Rgmegdigy  AvaFagscyyed
Si'ﬁa'ﬁi' ”\’ﬁﬁ'ﬁ"\"”ﬁ"‘a'&‘ﬂﬁ'@ﬂ"' %"*"ﬁaﬂ

The applicant must submit all the documents outlined in the
checklist along with the original documents for verification.
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L.

48.

eq.

49.

wo.

50.

53'?%'5“:“2?@’“" "&'ﬁ""'a'%"ll“"‘"qﬁfﬁ'@'ﬁ"‘ﬁﬁ' g
R R B R S LR

The Competent Authority must verify the documents
submitted within seven working days.

qm’%ﬁﬁ' @'&qgm&'ﬁw nﬁmnaq'tll’ﬁ'ua'gm'mn'aﬁmm'ﬁ:'
q@mﬁ' ﬁ?ﬁwaﬁ%ﬂa'qq«%ﬁﬁ: al'a@m':r%q' ENug
‘i“'ng\@*‘f \ﬁ/ﬂ“"“;‘“@iﬂ(ﬁ@ @'ﬁﬂ'@,m&'ﬁ'@' @‘“"}’fﬁ'&‘“}'

a.m?ﬁ;v %m.ﬁ?ﬁq.g.aq.éq.‘

The Competent Authority may ask the applicant for
additional documents for clarity, if it does not meet the
required standard as per the existing laws of the kingdom.

5ﬁ'gq'ﬁq<'agq'§w' qea‘%&m@ﬁ’qéq%wﬁw t\iansq‘
a"ﬂ'ﬁRvﬁﬂ'ﬂaa'}\fqéqﬂ”ﬂaqq q‘rﬁﬁ'ﬁ'&’ﬁ'ua'g'5:1'ar§’ﬁ'
ua'g'?ﬁz:'n“]'qg{m'?gqmm'i&'@@ mq'?ﬁqw'qmﬁ'ﬁ'qﬁfaﬁq'
ReARH|

The Competent Authority must facilitate and conduct the pre-
adoption counseling session as outlined in Section 23 of the
Act and Rule 73 of the Rules and Regulations.
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CHAPTER 4: PRE- ADOPTION

nﬁm:g’qm«%&‘

Counseling session

w.

51.

“3.

52.

[2N A R \‘-\' "-\ R 'ﬁ . AA'\F R .
RIRRANYRF BG4S AANSA A RFARARINE &
Mua:’q@mﬁ' gqaw W=y REREEH| g'ém?dq'?ﬁ'

(2N ~ N ~ A\ ~ (2N
Malvﬁng'%'ﬂ«' Qvéqvmvﬁﬁquvgvﬂ;vﬂvqaqvﬁqvmwvxa\rqu

TS|

The biological parent or guardian, the adopting parents and
the child must attend the pre-adoption counseling session as
per Section 23 of the Act and Rule 73 of the Rules and
Regulations.

N [2N

o ~N_a.a N o a
ﬁ']fl]'iﬁ' g’énmq’qwq'na'wmaﬁ' ak\l'ﬂd'(zlqu'&ﬁ'wq'ﬁ%ﬁ'

g'émﬁq&q@'ﬁxm«' RR’E]'QNN'Q&S’\'@' g;:ra'n“}'{q@ g
513'&'ﬁﬁ'ﬂ&'ﬁ'ﬁ:’ﬁﬂgq'?gqmm'iarq:' qsqwx‘nﬁqmﬁﬁﬂ

The child who is to be adopted must attend the pre-adoption
counseling session to express one’S OWN Views concerning
adoption, if the child is nine years and above.

34



ua,.

53.

ye.

54,

u.

(2N N A &\ ~N (2N
N YJRRAEE WK rz%mﬁ’qw@g TRANARNINT

v Av v v v v v “v v v '\'V v vA v v
FRAAURG VANFINAR MFNYRNGRFAEE
PR Y HR AR PgunRags AR ABANE:
A ﬁﬁ:&'&:«'ﬂﬁ:‘iﬂ{
A Diological parent(s) or guardian may be exempted from
attending the pre-adoption session, if unable to attend due to

physical or mental illness or other unavoidable
circumstances.

'4]"4"3'1' S'5‘“'°\~’§'3\43""54"’{§'%' éa'ﬂ%ﬂN'%'é\ﬁ'ﬂa'qé‘“ﬁ'
En’é‘fﬁﬁﬂ%q g’én‘&’ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁ:’ﬁ'ngn'é’q'mm'%&'qa' SEYe§

aix'n]?;’nw%ww' AR wRNTERE|

If unable to attend due to severe physical illness, an adopting
parent(s) may be exempted from attending the pre-adoption
session.

QSRR RN ANERE S BE w2 LERRANT KRN WRAHI
RAUARARHITAERNG 0 2 VRIENH" {4 q
&ﬁ'ua'%’i'am' g’én'ar;jﬁ'ua'g'ﬁ:'ﬁ]'ng;n'g’q'mm'-’?&' s

S [N

v Av v v v v\v v v v agl v v v A'\f’ v
’:l§ﬂ"N ARG ANAHAFR RS ILT|HANS étqm NRFHR

. g’“'é’i'%‘”'ﬁl
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55.

ub.

56.

ua.

57.

u4.

The exempted person must submit evidence of not being able
to attend the pre-adoption counseling session prior to the
session as per Rule 73 of the Rules and Regulations.

3'5’:1"N'ﬁﬁ'”a'ﬁ'?ﬁ:qé]qvgﬁm‘u%&'ﬂq” Séq*ﬂ’i&qag
N [N [N SNA [N (2N
Mﬁéq]« qsq.gs\]k\l.g.ﬁq.éq.gqq.ﬁ;. iq.qsq.wﬂ.ﬁq.ﬁq.‘.
AN v [N Y S N (2N
n]qa'ﬁq'éq'mwﬁ:'qrﬂmj' g’é@ﬁﬁmqg’qaxqq'f:lgaw
R REEERR
The parties to the adoption must submit the adoption plan

drawn as per Section 25 of the Act and Rule 74 of the Rules
and Regulations during the pre-adoption counseling session.

ydssiuss gREdguN aaxTARaRKEy Kl
MUNAGUYFRA ST AEINFE XA R R

The Competent Authority must read out the adoption plan to
the parties and only upon affirmative on the content from the
parties, accept the plan.

53'35'3:1’:'(2?{5@«' g'&n'{jﬁ'&q@ngﬁ'fg’q'aqg'naqarﬁm'
Q gm'&1'5'ua'fim]'&'@'ﬁx'gnq'éamq'ﬁm'g qﬁqﬁgﬁaqq

~

l

)
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58.

4.

59.

Go.

60.

The Competent Authority must verify the authenticity of
documents submitted and cross examine the signature of the
parties to the adoption during the session.

[N ~ (2N ~~ A\ O\ ~~ ~N (2N
iy ayrdgaslags asaasTETNE RTEy Ja
R WRE a?af'a“ﬁ'q'wé' a%uwﬁnn%q @'Qtﬂ'@ﬂ&'ﬁ\w

v, v v 1Y v v A '\f v 'v v o
EYFFINARFY N[HTIFFYRA|
The applicant must notify the Competent Authority in writing

if the biological parent(s) or guardian cannot be located to
attend the session.

AfuwaFanAus wxy EREF FUETRFY 5¥E
ReaRg B NmgagRRRgArg gy adsg
aﬁm'&l’ﬁ'ﬁ%‘ﬂ%‘é‘ﬁ:ﬂ%u}mx‘ aém'zx'aan’ﬁﬁﬂ

The Competent Authority must liaise with the relevant

authorities including Local Government and the Royal
Bhutan Police to locate the missing parent or guardian.
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File before the Court

7.

61.

63.

62.

3.

5ﬁ'gq'ﬁ:1:'a?§'§m' q:’q?ﬁﬁ'g’éfa‘g’ﬁ'&q@nﬁ#&q‘qg'
En]'ala'ﬁnz:'@n'?u’ﬁna'%fwmn]' W éﬁ'mﬂ]‘a&li’x\laﬂiﬁ'&\l‘@
SRl

The Competent Authority must file a domestic adoption case
before the Dzongkhag or Dungkhag Court having the original
jurisdiction.

gumAYFRNgEFR VI EFYFRIRAEG TN "3
RSB g agass  RARsa AR ARE s
smaley pRwqiREry Amsy sdsssiady
FATYLRT|

In the Inter-country adoption, the Competent Authority must
forward all the documents to the Ministry of Home and
Cultural Affairs for approval as per Section 32 of the Act and
Rule 32 of the Rules and Regulations.

q:’&rﬁmﬁ’wng'gqmqmw qq:‘qaaﬂﬂﬁxaqwmw
FygyRmaRgdy Asmasgeyey guRadas
a%éﬂ;ﬁﬁ”\“ﬁamﬁ’*&m}q% %Nﬁaﬂﬂaqﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬂ
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63.

Ge.

64.

Upon receiving the Letter of Approval from the Ministry of
Home and Cultural Affairs, the Competent Authority must
along with the other document file the Inter-country adoption
case before the High Court.

a a a A~ a A

QRARYF T qsa‘ﬂaw@ﬁq'éq'uu'ﬁl:'qrsm'ﬁ' 3§ TN
=R

The court must conduct the court hearing as per Section 48 of
the Act.
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CHAPTER 5: POST ADOPTION

g AT VIR

Adoption order

Gy,

65.

GG.

66.

Go.

[2N [2N

g'éﬂ'&qwafd&' W=E BANRE DA qsq@m]'ﬁng"'n]
¥ v v v N . v 'V .\ 'C\' v “. v v
ok éq a)L(I/ &\]u ARREAG &R §R NG T IMRFRARS 3]
EYFFINRRGYHYH

The adopting parents or court must submit a copy of the

adoption order to the Competent Authority as per Rule 75 (f)
Rules and Regulations.

[N
qv

o _9)9

~ N NN

FRRFRRSCEF DN wyRR<HmL Q¥R S AP
aqam«' g'ét:l'g’ﬁ'aﬁq'ﬁ':’qﬁmﬂa' séﬁ'?if'u]'x' %&g%’:’a:ﬁ'ﬁ'
SR

The Competent Authority must open a separate file in the

name of the child and maintain all the records pertaining to
the adoption.
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= e 'él:]'v ‘i O él:lal vé\\l‘xvz{a\]. ‘\‘\Nv W
GRATRISTGINGTRY JSTAG ARKARYT| S

a
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2> v

40



67.

G4

68.

Ge.

69.

~ [N

?{qéqwf m\ln'ﬁﬁ'qﬁmﬁ' a'lﬁ’é’m JARS FNANGRAY
TR

In domestic adoption, the adopting parents must approach the
Department of Civil Registration and Census for registration
of the adopted child in the census as per Rule 65 (b) of the
Rules and Regulations.

gurRYacfgsaiRAades gardsfinaad i w
yaRR R araAE 3 sy Rea R JuARKE S5
(;;{I/ m\lu'ﬁa'q%mﬁ' AR MR A A R |

In inter-country adoption, the adopting parents must
approach the relevant organization for registration of the
adopted child for obtaining citizenship as per Rule 65 (b) of
the Rules and Regulations.

i“"ﬁ’i'ﬂ'@“‘é{"@ﬁ@'ﬂﬁ' wggﬁa’&ﬁ@%@i% a.qaﬁqﬂi.

v“vQ v, v vc\ v v v“vA v v v v v v
AR FNANGRNTN AN T O T YN GG

%2

o

N'“a"ﬁm'a\:' n‘ﬁa%ﬁ’gi&@' Eﬂ]&raqm'&ﬁwx SEA| R

l

In case of domestic adoption, the Department of Civil
Registration and Census must process the registration of the
child in the census within thirty working days for smooth
transition of the child.

)
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q%“‘ %‘%N'm'n]mm' éﬁgq’ﬁn:agq'@ qs’q%q'gm'ﬁﬁﬂ
70.  The Department of Civil Registration and Census must share
the census details of the adopted child with the Competent
Authority.
'v U R‘ \'ﬁq
ChARRA AN
Monitoring and Evaluation
vy, BRIFRARAEF DN q»sa‘&n]'ﬁa'gq'qaaﬁq'éqgqr’ :*1:1'
ﬁ;.qam.s. Séqgﬁa’ﬁﬁ*'ﬂmé %%ﬁq‘ﬁ:ﬁéaq qﬁng.
qzwiﬁﬂ
71.  The Competent Authority must conduct the post adoption
monitoring and evaluation as per Rule 65 (d) of the Rules and
Regulation.
A O\ [ANEEN \ ~ ~N (2N
23 Sﬁ'gq'ﬁm:'aﬁ'qg«' n;q‘q:rg‘g‘ém'ﬂxmw g'énmq'ua'
“EFY FNG IR
72.  The Competent Authority must inform the adopting parents

the date of the assessment.
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73.
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In case of domestic adoption, the adopting parent must
submit or furnish the following document to Competent
Authority during the home visit as per Rule 65(d) (3) of the
Rules and Regulations:
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(1) Census record of the child;

() W'@a'n]&’ma'sqﬁﬂ

(2) Health record of the child;

(3) Education record of the child; and
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(4) Any other document deemed necessary.
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74.

Iy,

75.

2.

76.

2a).

77.

Upon the completion of the assessment, the duly filled Child
Adoption Form No: 8 under the Rules and Regulations shall
be submitted by the official in charge to the Head of the
Competent Authority for endorsement.
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The official in charge must record the endorsed report in the
file maintained under the name of the child.
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In terms of inter-country adoption, the adopting parents must
submit the post adoption monitoring and evaluation report
prepared by a recognized organization to the Competent
Authority.
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The Competent Authority must verify the credibility of the

recognized organization with the assistance of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.
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79.
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Any official correspondence with regard to adoption shall be
recorded in the child’s file.
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In terms of inter country adoption or where the adopting
parents of domestic adoption are temporarily residing outside

Bhutan, the Competent Authority shall acknowledge the
receipt of the post adoption monitoring and evaluation report.
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The Competent Authority may provide coordination or
facilitation support to the adopting parents for adaptation of
the child in the new environment setting or in overcoming the
challenges faced.
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CHAPTER 6: MISCELLANEOUS
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Authority for Interpretation and Amendment
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81.  The authority for the final interpretation and amendment of
any provision under this Guideline must rest with the
Competent Authority as per Section 9 of the Act.
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Definitions
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“Applicant” means a person who applies for adoption of a child
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“Act” means the Child Adoption Act of Bhutan 2012;
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“Adoption service” means arrangements, negotiation, arranging,
assisting towards or with a view to the adoption of a child;
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“Adopted person” means a person for whose adoption an order
was made under this Act by the Court.
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“Adopting parent” means a person who becomes the parent of an
adopted person by adoption.
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“Adoption order” means an order for adoption of a child made or
recognized under this Act.
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“A child in difficult circumstances is a child who as defined

under Section 59 of the Child Care and Protection Act of Bhutan
2011:
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a) Is found without having any home or settled place of abode
and without any ostensible means of subsistence and is a
destitute;
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b) Has a parent or guardian who is unfit or incapacitated to take
care of or exercise control over the child;
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C) Is found to associate with any person who leads an immoral,
drunken or depraved life;
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d) Is being or likely to be abused or exploited for immoral or
illegal purposes; or
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e) Is a frequent victim at the hands of individuals, families or
the community.
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(1) “Adoption record” means the details of the adoption of a child
maintained in a proper format;
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“Basic need” means shelter, food, clothing and medical care;
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“Biological Parent” means the birth parent who have conceived or
sired a child;
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“Court” means the Royal Court of Justices.
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“Competent Authority” means the National Commission for
Women and Children
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“Domestic Adoption” means where a child of Bhutanese is adopted
by another Bhutanese.
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“Foster Care” means the care for a child placed by the Competent
Authority of judicial authority in the domestic environment of a
family other than the child’s own family that has been selected,
qualified, approved and supervised for providing such care.
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“Guardian” means in relation to a child, includes any person who
in the opinion of the competent authority, having cognizance of any
proceeding in relation to the child, has, for the time being, the actual
charge of, or control over, that child.

~

“ssr;qgﬁﬁm;”sxaxaﬁ JEIY A 5316\1 amq:ﬁ 53 aq

)

ﬁ:’:lggn]'q'ﬁq'o\{ éﬁgq’aq;'q“éqgm' aﬁ]‘q\q'qzmg' JET o\q

(2N [2NEN (2N
NAHNY NG JERARAYR AR Y|

9

“Home visit” means to organize and make a visit to the adopting
parent(s) residence by the Competent Authority for evaluation and
monitoring the welfare of the child adopted.
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“Home study” meansa screening of the home and life of
prospective adopting parents prior to allowing an adoption to take
place and has all the requirements included as per Rule 69 of the
Rules and Regulations.
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“Income Statement” means a person’s income based on the latest
statistics on the Living Standard produced by National Statistical
Bureau.
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“Inter country Adoption” means the adoption of a child between a
Bhutanese national and a national of a foreign country.
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“Waitlist” means a list of prospective adopting parents maintained

by the Competent Authority, to choose the most suitable parents on
first cum first basis whenever there is a child given up for adoption.
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